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International Conference on  

“Combating Climate Change, Saving lives and Sustainable Development”  

Date:  Jan 23
rd

& 24
th

, 2020  
 

Periyar Maniammai Institute of Science and Technology organized an International 

Conference on Combating Climate change, Saving lives and Sustainable Development on Jan 

23 &24, 2020 at Institution premises. As an effort to integrate all the challenging issues in 

climate change and its impact on a single platform, the themes have been identified. The 

international conference was jointly organized with Cape Breton University, Canada and 

Poovulagin Nanbargal an environment Organization, Chennai.   

 

Dr. Lawrence Surendra Professor, Council Member, The Sustainability Platform (TSP), Asia 

delivered the Inaugural address on 23.1.2020 at 9:30am and Dr. Arasu Chellaiah, Professor 

from University of Maryland,Baltimore, United States, Er. G.Sundarrajan Environmentalist, 

Poovulagin Nanbargal, Chennai, Prof. Dr. S. Subramaniyan, Former Vice Chairman, 

Environment Appraisal Committee (Mining), Member, National Biodiversity Authority, 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, New Delhi Dr.Martin Mckandawire, 

Professor, Chemistry from Cape Breton University, Canada, Dr.P.Shanmugam, Sr. Principal 

Scientist, CSIR-Central Leather Research Institute, Chennai were addressed the participants.  

 

During Technical sessions, Dr. Lawrence Surendra highlighted the Significane of 

Sustainability Development and Environmental Economics. The potential of methane 

production from the organic wastes was narrated by Dr.P.Shanmugam. Er. G.Sundarrajan 

motivated the students to have Environmental consciousness. The innovative applications of 

Nanotechnology were summarized by Dr. C. Gajendran, Professor, Karunya Institute of 

Technology and Sciences.  

 

Dr. Richard Sekar, Entrepreneur explained the invention of his Garbage Cleaning Vacuum 

Pump and motivated the students to become an entrepreneur to solve the Environmental 

issues. Conversion of Open dumping yard into Eco park with practical experience was 

explained to the gathering by Dr. S. T. Ramesh, Professor, National Institute of Technology, 
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Trichy. The reduction of CO2 through phytoremediation techniques was explained by Dr. M. 

Govindaraju, Co ordinator, Centre for Climate Change, Bharathidasan University, Trichy.  

 

The second day of the Conference started with the Technical session by Dr. Martin 

Mckandawire. He described the experimental works carried out for the Conversion of 

Methane into Methanol. Dr. T. Subramani, Professor, Anna University, Chennai enlightened 

the session with his project work carried out for the conservation of water resources.            

Dr. S. Subramaniyan narrated the Approach and threats towards Environment Conservation. 

Thiru. M. Vetriselvan, Advocate, Poovulagin Nanbargal Organisation motivated the students 

and participants to come forward to protect the Environment through their innovations in 

Engineering. Dr. D. SanthoshKumar, Deputy Manager, R & D Department, BHEL, Trichy 

described the ways and means to reduce the carbon emissions. The potential of water 

resources in Tamilnadu and methods to conserve the water resource was delivered by the Dr. 

K. Ramaswamy, Professor, KalaignarKarunanithi Institute of Technology, Coimbatore. 

Contribution of innovative technologies in CO2sequestration was explained by Dr.S.Mohan. 

Dr. A.M. Shivsamy, Professor, Nanjangud, Mysuru University motivated the gathering to 

participate in Environmental Protection. 

 

Dr.S.Mohan Professor from Environmental and Water Resources Engineering DivisionIndian 

Institute of Technology Madras presented the valedictory address during the Valedictory 

session on 24
th

, Jan 2020 at 3:00pm. Delegates from Anna University, Chennai, 

Bharathidasan University, National Institute of Technology, Trichy, Dr.Mahalingam College 

of Engineering & Technology, Pollachi, Karunya Institute of Technology and Science, 

Coimbatore, Environmental division of Dalmia Cements Ltd were participated and gathered 

the information. Presentations by research scholars from various institutions were conducted 

simultaneously.   

 

As a part of environment consciousness in achieving zero carbon towards 2025, PMIST has 

decided to revisit our existing policy initiatives as well as to develop new ones to address the 

key issues such as climate change and Environment protection through technical 

deliberations and discussions.  

 

The conference provided a highly rewarding experience in addressing research problems and 

impetus to further our research initiatives.  

 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inaugural Address by Dr. Lawrence Surendra, Professor, Council Member,  

The Sustainability Platform (TSP), Asia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Felicitation Address by Dr. Arasu Chellaiah, Professor, University of Maryland, 

Baltimore, United States 
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Felicitation Address by Er.G.Sundarrajan, Environmentalist, Poovulagin Nanbargal, 

Chennai 

 

Valedictory address by Dr.S.Mohan, Professor, Environmental and Water Resources 

Engineering Division, Indian Institute of Technology Madras 


